
Board of County Commissioners 
Agenda Request 7A 

Agenda Item # 
Requested Meeting Date: February 25, 2025 

Title of Item: Discussion Item-Aitkin County Business Profile 

l✓I REGULAR AGENDA

□ CONSENT AGENDA

Submitted by: 
Mark Jeffers 

Presenter (Name and Title): 

Action Requested: D Direction Requested

D Approve/Deny Motion 
I✓ I Discussion Item

D Adopt Resolution (attach draft) D Information Only

D Hold Public Hearing *provide copy of hearing notice that was published

Department: 
Economic Development 

Mark Jeffers, Economic Development Coordinator 

Estimated Time Needed: 

15 minutes 

Summary of Issue: 

Under the direction of the Board of Commissioners, the Economic Development department has developed the Aitkin 
County Business Profile. This document highlights key economic date serving as a strategic tool to attract new 
businesses in the county. Designed to showcase Aitkin County economic strengths and opportunities, the profile 
provides this information to prospective businesses considering investment or relocation to the region. 

Alternatives, Options, Effects on Others/Comments: 

Recommended Action/Motion: 
Discuss Profile and offer feedback 

Financial Impact: 
Is there a cost associated with this request? 
What is the total cost, with tax and ship�? $ 
Is this budgeted? D Yes l_{J No 

Oves [Z]No 

Please Explain: 

Legally binding agreements must have County Attorney approval prior to submission. 



Aitkin County Mission
We strive to be a
county of safe, vibrant
communities that
place value on good
stewardship of [oca[
resources.

Aitkin CountyVision
To provide outstanding
service in a fiscally
responsibte manner
through innovation
and cotlaboration with
respect for a[t.

Our Core Values

COLLABORATION

INNOVATION

INTEGRITY

PEOPLE-FOCUSED

PROFESSIONALISM

To lmprove the quality of life in
Aitkin County by highl.ighting
our extensive outdoor
recreationa I resou rces.

lmproving broadband access to
atL Aitkin County residents and
visitors in support of vibrant
communities.

Attract businesses located
outside of Aitkin County and
to listen to the needs of the
community that drive the
economic engine.

E

E
Contoct Mark Jeffers
Eco n o m i c Develo p me nt Coo rd i nator

2t8-573-6788
mark.jeffers@ co.aitki n.mn.us

3O7 2nd St NW Rm 310
Aitkin, Minnesota 5643t

Business Success, Simptified.
We provide a sing[e point of contact for new and current businesses,
providing atl resources avai[ab[e for their business success in

Aitkin County. Tal.king to Mark Jeffers is your first step on your
e ntrepre neu ria I jou rney.

Aitkin County's Economic Development
Department is focused on the following:

Let's tolk business. ColI 278-575-6788 to learn how Aitkin County Economic Development can help.

t
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Aitkin County: A Growing Gem
in Northern Minnesota
Aitkin County,a strategic hub nestted between Brainerd,
Grand Rapids, and Duluth, offers a unique bl.end of natural
beauty and modern amenities. With a strong economic
foundation in tourism, forest products, and agriculture, the
county is experiencing significant growth.
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O Aitkin is the largest city in
Aitkin County and the county
seat.lt holds a rich history
as a riverboat town on the
Mississippi River. Aitkin is
home to a robust arts and
entertainment community.

O McGregor & Shamrock
Township are areas that have
great recreational [akes and
naturaI wonder resources.

O Palisade is the home of
Berg[und Campground and the
Great River Road.

O Hitt City has a rich history
in the togging industrywhich
has influenced the town's
development and character.

O Tamarack is known for its
c!ose-knit, rurat community. lts
a quiet town where [oca[ events
and gatherings ptay an essentiat
role in community [ife.

Sources: Notional Association of Counties, US Census Bureau: 2078-22 American Community Survey

BUSINESS GUIDE Po ulation

210

t

O ;
t),

210
/'Oa<

s6
AGE

2022

BY RACE

Let's talk business. Coll 278-573-6788 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development can help.
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Find the Perfect Balance
of Work and Play
At the intersection of adventure and
opportunity,you'[[ find Aitkin County. Our
a bu nda nt outdoor recreationa I opportu n ities,
from world-class fishing to miles of trai[s,
attract top talent and foster a thriving
workforce.

Live Music, Arts & Entertainment
A place with a robust arts community - with
visual arts, performances and culinary delights
taking center stage. Theaters, galleries, festivals.

Authentic Minnesota artwork and handcrafted
goods.

ATV / Snowmobile Trails
Access to more than 660 miles of snowmobile
trails and 230 miles of ATV trails that traverse

Aitkin County's wilderness, across varying types

of terrain.

Hunting
Aitkin County boasts over a % million acres of
public land, with 225,000 acres of county public

land and 330,000 of State of Minnesota public

land. lt is a prime area in the state for hunting
whitetail deer and bear.

Fishing
Trophy fish on nearly 400 lakes, including
Minnesota's second largest, Lake Mille Lacs.

Cycle. Hike. Camp.Ski.
Parks and Recreation areas across the county
offer a variety of trails and campgrounds year-

round.
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River Trails
Home to more Mississippi River miles than the
entire state of Kentucky, and more miles than
any other county in Minnesota. You'll find over
100 miles of river trails and paddling routet
including a section of the Mississippi River

State WaterTrail.

Let's tolk business. Call 218-515-6188 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development con help.
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Meet the Aitkin County Consumer
To effectively navigate the locaI market, it's cruciaI to have a deep
understanding of the communityyou serve.This section provides

essentiaI demographic insights, including household income leve[s,

health indicators, and educationaI attainment. By analyzing these
statistics, businesses can make informed decisions about resource
allocation, marketing strategies, and product offerings to better
meet the needs of their target audience.

93.876 24.9% 92.976
White Population
45.5%Ages 25-64

Under 5 I 3.7%

Attend Cotlege

$s 6,406

s-1.4 I 9.4%

ts-24 I 89%

25-54 I 44.5%

6s-74 I 19.1%

75-84 I 10.7%

85+ I 3.8%

The negative natural
poputation rate of change for
Aitkin County indicates deaths
outnumbering births and can
[ead to population dectine in

the community. The county's
net migration rate is positive
which indicates an inflow of
people, or that more people
are moving into the county
than leaving.

t2.lY" Asso ciate's De g ree

12.5% Bachelor's Degree

5.8% Graduate Degree

A county needs working-age
residents to support current
and prospective companies,
and counties with sufficient
working-age residents tend to
have training and educational
opportunities for young
workers to devetop their skilts.

lnsured Rate

The share of residents in
Aitkin Countywith no heatth
insurance is 7.1 percent,1.2
percentage points below the
national level

A heal.thy poputation
contributes to a more
productive workforce, and

the heaLth consequences of
poverty are severe. Peop[e

Living i n poverty, especiatly
children, are at a higher risk for
mentaI itlness, chronic disease,

higher mortatity and a lower
life expectancy.

Median Household
lncome

National
Median Househotd lncome

The median househotd income
for Aitkin County stands at

$55,406, which fatts betow
the national median by 24.9
percent.

The county has an average
household income of $71,757
among its 6,797 households.

Under 10k I 5.1%

LO-24k I 16.7%

2s-49k I 22.7%

s0-99k I 32.7%

100-199k I 19.5%

200k+ I 3.4%

Sources: National Association of Counties, US Census Bureau 2021/22,, US Dept. of Health & Humon Services.

BUSINESS GUIDE Communi

$75,149

Let's tqlk business. Call 278-573-6188 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development can help.
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BUSINESS GUIDE Communit

Building a Healthier Tomorrow
Aitkin County is committed to fostering a thriving community where heal.th and weLl.-being are
prioritized. Healthcare providers, educationaI institutions, and emergency services play a vitaL

role in buil.ding a healthier tomorrow for a[[ residents.

Healthcare Schools Emergency Services

Rivenrvood Healthcare Center
is a Leading provider of
healthcare in Aitkin County
with the following:

. Over 500 team members

. Surgerywing

. 24/7 emergency care,

. Cardiology

. Oncology

. Stroke care

Rivenrrrood is committed
to providing high-quatity,
accessible heatthcare for the
entire community.

Aitkin County pub[ic schoo[s
inc[ude high schoots and

e[ementary schoots with in

three school districts:

Publ.ic safety is a top priority
in Aitkin County,thanks to
the tireless efforts of our
dedicated fi rst responders.

Potice Departments
Aitkin County's pubtic
safety is maintained by a

co[[aborative effort. The
Aitkin County SherifPs ffice
seryes as the primary law
enforcement agency for the
county, providing patrol.,

investigations, and a wide
range of law enforcement
services. Within the county,
the Aitkin Police Department
ensures the safety of city
residents,white the Hitl. City
Potice Department (operati n g

part-time) contributes to locaI
law enforcement efforts in its
jurisdiction.

Fire Departments
Aitkin County's fire protection
is provided by a network
of dedicated votunteer
departments, inctuding the
Aitkin, Hitl City, McGregor,

Palisade, Tamarack, and
Jacobson Fire Departments.
Each department provides

fire and rescue services for its
respective com munity, whi[e
also assisting neighboring
departments when needed.

Emergency Medical Services

Aitkin County's emergenry
medicaI services are provided
by a network of dedicated
providers, inctuding the
Aitkin, McGregor, and Hill. City
Ambulance Services. Each

service provides EMS and
medicaI transport within their
respective seryice areas.

M
@

Irffim

ry

Aitkin High School
lsD#1

McGregor
tsD #4

Hil.lCity
tsD #2

Each offers smaller class sizes

and a variety of opportunities
for athletics and activities.

Central Lakes Cottege (CltC)

is the area cotlege of choice
for seekers of success.This
comprehensive community and

technicaI co[[ege serves 5,500
students per year.

Let's talk business. CoIl 278-573-6788 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development can help.
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Economic Growth & Low Tax Rates
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), also known as economic output is

wideLy used to measure economic hea[th, reflecting the totaI value
of goods and services produced by an economy over a given period.
Aitkin County boasts one of the lowest tax rates in the state,
which can be a significant advantage for businesses considering
relocation or expansion.

Gross Domestic Product by the Year

s00M

400M
2017 2018 2019 2020 2021

GDP lncrease
From 2020 to 2022

2022

6.976

$Et.5v

2022 lndustryGDP

Aitkin Countys GDP is primarity
driven by Education &
Healthcare, Govern ment and
RetaiI Trade, which together
account for a significant
portion of the county's
economic output.

$e6.9v
Education, Healthcare and

Social Assistance

$s8.3u
Government &

Government Enterprises
Retail Trade

Tax Rates

Factors like a favorabte tax
environment, such as Aitkin
County's position in the lowest
one-third percenti[e tax rate in

the state, can contribute to a

business-friendty cti mate that
can positively impact economic
growth and, consequently, the
tocaL GDP.

4O7o

30%

20%

to%

2022 2023 2024

Sources: NotionaL Association of Counties, US Bureau of Economic Analysis

Aitkin County
is in the

LOWEST
one-third
percenti[e
tax rate in
the state!

BUSINESS GUIDE Economy

$501.6
Mitl.ion

$46e.L
Mitlion

$490.3
Mitlion

s467.A
Miltion$4s0.1

Mittion

$497.7
Miltion
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Let's tolk business. C.oll 278-573-6788 to leqrn how Aitkin County Economic Development can help.
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Cost of Living
& Economic Snapshot
Key economic ind icators, includi ng

median household income, cost of
Living comparisons, and an analysis
of the [oca[ housing market provides

valuable context for individua[s and

businesses considering relocating to
or investing in Aitkin County.

Aitkin County
Median Household lncome

$l6l

$160 $1,04

Basic Cost of Living Estimates, 2023
MonthLy Costs

Yearly Cost Hourly Wage Ghild Care Food Healthcare Housing Transpo(ation Oher Taxes

Aitkin Co,

Stateof MN

$30,258

$34,704

$14,55

$16,88

$326

$375

$256

$345

$707

$5/2

$663$409

$419

NA

M

BUSINESS GUIDE Econom

$56,406

Aitkin Co, $62,337 $19,98 $405

StateofMN $62320 $21.58 $544

Fomily consists of the averoge 2 Adults (l working FT 1 PT), 1 Child

Housing Unit Statistics, 20t8-2022

Aitkin County 74,797 housing units

s2.L%

United States 747M housing units

I O*n"r-Occupied Units I Renter-Occupied Units Seasonal / Second Home

Sources: DEED Cost of Living, US Census Bureau

$652

$739

$432

$536

$576

$574 $9n$1,285

$875$932

$955

$1,323

LO.8%

40.5% 7.4%

57.8% 3L.4%

Let's talk business. CaIl 278-573-6788 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development can help.
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Business Landscape
Aitkin County boasts a diverse workforce across a

range of industries, including heaLthcare, retaiL trade
and manufacturing. Understanding the locaI Labor

market is cruciaL for businesses seeking to recruit
and retain ta[ent, and this information wiLl. provide
valuable insights for both employers and job seekers.

Major Employers

@ Ssvsnns Pqllets 4)APT
r\t1€R:( t r!ir rLlriloro(;Y

QRiverwood BLUELyNr eIeiLEMET ifnffio*HEALTHCARE CENTER

IflfEBNAfIOIJAL

Sources: Aitkin Co. lndustry Employment St?tistics, 2023

FLOE ffi€"
MANUFAC TURI'JG

Northland
Hydrautic Service
salos Service$

;i;illrE

Let's tolk business. Coll 218-573-6788 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development con help.
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Employment Rate

Labor force trends in Aitkin County in 2023
showed of 7,514 civilians,95.2% were either
employed or active[y seeking employement.

Top lndustries 2023

lndustry

1. Healthcare & SociaI Assistance

2. Retait Trade

S.Accommodation & Food Services

4. EducationaI Services

5. Manufacturing

5. Pubtic Administration

7. Construction

8. Other Services

9.Wholesale Trade

10.Admin. Support & Waste Mgmt.

11. Professionat & Tech Services

12. Finance & lnsurance

13. Arts, Entertainment & Recreation

14. Mining

15. Agricutture, Forestry Fish & Hunt

15. Reat Estate & Renta[,/Leasing

lT.lnformation

TOTAL

Workforce byAge
Employment in Aitkin
County has shown
year-over-year growth
in emptoyment
between 2022and
2023.The highest age
of the active workforce
is 25-44 years.

30%

20%

70%

95.276 4.876

o

Employment Unemployment

# ofJobs

763

610

557

447

397

364

249

749

124

704

97

98

67

48

24

19

73

4,285

% ofTotatJobs

77.8%

14.2%

13.7%

10.4%

9.3%

8.5%

5.8%

3.5%

2.9%

2.4%

2.3%

2.3%

7.4%

7.1"/o

o.6%

0.4%

0.3%

tOOTo

Average Annual Wage

$15,395

$37,529

$18,999

$10,205

$55,693

$51,284

$57,727

$23,105

$53,547

$21,,955

936,527

$53,219

93r,723

$37,000

$44,022

$27,623

$59,811

$46,272

16 - 19 yrs
4.5%

20-24yrs
5.9%

25-44yrs
32%

45-54yrs
20%

55-54 yrs
25%

65-74yrs
8%

BUSINESS GUIDE Wor rce

Let's talk business. CaIl 218-51t-6188 to learn how Aitkin County Economic Development con help.
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Broadband Services
ReLiabLe and high-speed internet access is
cruciaI for businesses of a[[ sizes in today's
digitaL age. Aitkin County continues to
improve broadband access in speed available
to the businesses and residents.

Households with Device Access
Rounded to the neorest percent

84% Househotds
wEn a oevrce

% of Households Served to State Speed Standards
Rounded to the nearest percent

53%
2021 60%

202238%
2019

50

47%
2020

Lg% 2s
1n1 0

L2%
201 7

0

75
85%
2023

100

4g%7L%
Househotds
with a
Computer

64%
Househotds
with a
Smartphone

Households
with a Tabtet

- - 95.5% Stotewide 83.2% Stotewide - 90.1% Statewide 65.8% Stotewide

Area Providers
lnclude

Sources: MN DEED

@},F*Fs-*"*. $m*- Paul Bunyan
COMMUNICATION5

E=!7

Natu rattyBetterH ere.co mLet's talk husiness, ColI 218-575-5788 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development con help.
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Transportation
Aitkin County offers a range of
transportation options for goods and
services, connecting residents and
businesses to regionaI and nationaI
markets. Located between major urban
centers like Brainerd, Duluth, St. Cloud,
and Minneapo[is, the county provides
convenient access to major highways,
two local airports and the major
BNSF railroad line.

^c3rcv,,sF^Fm
BNSF Railway is one of North America's
leading freight transportation companies,
operating a rail network of 52,500 route miles
in 28 states and three Canadian provinces.

BNSF is one of the top transporters of the
products and materia[s that heLp feed, clothe,
suppLy and power communities throughout
America and the wortd.

M ileagg Aitkin to Dututh: 7o Miles

ffOm Aitkin to Minneapol,is:120 Miles

r . - . . Aitkinto StGtoud:85 Miles
AItKlh AirLin to Brainerd Lakes:30 Mites

St. Cloud

Grand Rapids

Minneapolis

Duluth

OAitkin
O McGregor &

Shamrock Township
O Palisade
O Hitl City
O Tamarack

- BNSF Raitroad

Let's talk business. Call 278-573-6188 to leorn how Aitkin County Economic Development con help.
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